GWSR - Joey Scouts Trek About

Leader Information
The aim of the GWSR Joey Scouts Trek About initiative is to encourage Joey Scout Mobs to get out of the hall and enjoy nature. Your Mob is encouraged to enjoy a nature walk/hike/bushwalk.
Nature Walk
A nature walk is a short hike. This may take place in a nearby park or playground. The purpose is for the Joey Scout (Leaders and parents) to get a closer look at what they see outdoors. During the activity, talk about the things you see – trees, leaves, birds, animals etc. Stop at intervals to point out interesting things. You may also like to prepare short nature activities that can be done at various points along a nature walk or hike. The aim to not simply to get from point A to point B in the shortest possible time, the aim is to observe nature – using all your senses.

Hike
A hike is simply a long walk. A hike is an activity for Mobs to work towards. It may take some time for Joey Scouts (and their parents) to build up to a longer walk. Many children are used to being driven places – rather than walking, so you may find that your Mob will need to start with a few short nature walks.  Gradually increase the distance covered, and eventually your Mob will be able to tackle a longer walk. 
Each Mob will be different. Some Mobs will be used to going on longer walks, so including a few hikes in the yearly program will be an easy activity for those Mobs. Part of our role in the Joey Scout section is to prepare our Joey Scouts for Cubs. As Cubs they will be participating in hikes as part of the Cub Scout award system. The children that have had some exposure to walking with their Joey Mob will find the transition to Cub hikes that much easier. 

Bushwalking Policy

Joey Scouts may participate in day walks only. They are not permitted to participate in overnight bushwalks.

As per Frank Barr (GWSR Bushwalking Coordinator) – see Bulletin No. 353 – March 2008 an outing becomes a bushwalk if the walking activity takes the group more than one hour away from populated areas. The bushwalking policy – see www.gwsjoeys.org.au for a copy of the policy – must be adhered to for all bushwalks defined as above.  
For day bushwalking (as defined above) activities the bushwalk must be lead by a member that holds a Preliminary Bushwalking Leader Certificate as a minimum. In attendance must be a Leader that holds COAL (Certificate of Adult Leadership) – this is a leader that has been fully trained in their section – may be a Joey Scout Leader, Cub Scout Leader, Scout Leader, Venturer Scout Leader, Group Leader etc. Outdoor activity ratios need to be maintained. For Joey Scout outings we require 1 adult for 4 Joey Scouts. At the activity we also need to have an adult to take on the role of First Aid Officer. This can be anyone with appropriate first aid skills.
Any Leader can work towards their Preliminary Bushwalking Leader Certificate. All that is required is that you submit a walk log to:


Frank Barr - GWSR Bushwalking Coordinator 
data_scsi@msn.com.au
4758 6472 or 0409 128 310

The log must demonstrate an active involvement in bushwalking activities (at least 5 bushwalks). In your log include details of date and year, description, days, nights, distance, and whether you were involved as a participant or walk leader. The certificate is valid for a period of 12 months. To gain the experience required come along to bushwalks held by your Cub or Scout sections – they are sure to welcome any extra adult leaders.
	GWSR – JOEY SCOUTS TREK ABOUT

TABLE OF DEFINITIONS AND REQUIREMENTS

	
	NATURE WALK
	HIKE
	BUSHWALK (DAY HIKE ONLY)

	DEFINITION
	A short hike.
	A long walk.
	A walk that is over one hour away from populated areas.

	BUSHWALKING POLICY COMES INTO EFFECT
	No - as long as the nature walk does not take the group more than one hour away from populated areas.
	No - as long as the hike does not take the group more than one hour away from populated areas.
	Yes 

	PRELIMINARY BUSHWALKING LEADER (PBL)
	Not required.
	Not required.
	Yes – required.

	COAL
	A leader with a Certificate of Adult Leadership (COAL) is required– preferably Joey Scout trained where the activity is predominantly for Joey Scouts.
	A leader with a COAL is required – preferably Joey Scout trained where the activity is predominantly for Joey Scouts.
	A leader with a COAL is required – preferably Joey Scout trained where the activity is predominantly for Joey Scouts.

	FIRST AID
	A person with appropriate first aid skills and equipment is required. 
	A person with appropriate first aid skills and equipment is required.
	A person with appropriate first aid skills and equipment is required.

	PARTY SIZE
	Minimum of 2 adults – ratios must be adhered to. Keep in mind that we do not want to damage the environment – it may be necessary to split large groups. 
	Minimum of 2 adults – ratios must be adhered to. Keep in mind that we do not want to damage the environment – it may be necessary to split large groups.
	The minimum party size for any bushwalking activity is four – the leader plus three. For an adult PBL party size shall not exceed six – the leader plus five. For an adult BL party size shall not exceed eight – the leader plus seven. Apply to Frank Barr for approval for larger party size. It may be necessary to split large groups.

	RATIOS
	1 adult to 4 Joey Scouts
	1 adult to 4 Joey Scouts
	1 adult to 4 Joey Scouts

	PRE-WALK
	Yes – assists planning and for risk assessment purposes.
	Yes – assists planning and for risk assessment purposes.
	Yes – assists planning and for risk assessment purposes.

	A1
	Local A1 – download from
http://www.nsw.scouts.com.au/ 
	Local A – download from
http://www.nsw.scouts.com.au/ 
	Full A1 – download from
http://www.nsw.scouts.com.au/ 

	APPROPRIATE MAP AND SCALE
	Appropriate map may be a street directory, visitor guides and maps, local council/state forest map etc.
	Appropriate map may be visitor guides and maps, local council/state forest maps, books with maps, LPI topographical etc.
	LPI Topographical map


	Short Walks for Joeys & Cub Scouts

	No.
	Location
	Distance

Km
	Total

Km
	Bushwalk

Cert. Req.
	Map

	1
	Parramatta Regional Park
	2.0
	6.0
	N
	NPWS &

Street directory

	2
	Hunts Creek, Carlingford
	2.0
	5.5
	N
	The Hills Council

	3
	Lake Parramatta
	2.5
	2.5
	N
	Street directory

	4
	Cumberland State Forest, Castle Hill Road, West Pennant Hills
	2.0
	5.0
	N
	State Forests NSW

	5
	Three Creeks (Ponds Vineyard & Subiaco Creeks), Eric Mobbs Memorial Park, Marsden Road, Carlingford to Dundas Valley
	3.0
	12.0
	N
	Street directory

	6
	Bidjigal (Excelsior) Reserve, Castle Hill, Baulkham Hills, Northmead & West Pennant Hills
	3.0
	30.0
	N
	The Hills Council

	7
	Crestwood Reserve & extensions to Northmead/Parramatta
	3.0
	20.0
	N
	The Hills Council

	8
	Heritage Trail – Crestwood/Baulkham Hills
	6.0
	6.0
	N
	The Hills Council

	9
	Fred Caterson Reserve, Fullers Road Reserve & Showground, Castle Hill
	4.0
	6.0
	N
	The Hills Council & street directory

	10
	Two Creeks (Gordon & Moores Creeks), Slade Ave, Lindfield to Echo Point Park, Roseville
	3.0
	11.5
	N
	Ku-ring-gai Council

	11
	Rouse Hill Regional Park, Worcester Road, Rouse Hill
	2.4
	4.0
	N
	NPWS

	12
	Bouddi NP – Maitland Bay to Putty Beach & Killcare
	4.0
	6.0
	Y
	NPA Book Vol. 1
Map 16

	13
	Blue Mountains NP – Lawson ~tracks north & south of Great Western Highway, Lawson/Hazelbrook
	3.0
	7.0
	Y
	NPA Book Vol. 2
Map 41

	14
	Brisbane Water NP – Point Clare or Kariong via Bambara Road to Koolewong or Woy Woy
	6.0
	10.0
	N
	NPA Book Vol. 1
Map 23

	15
	Manly Dam, War Memorial Park
	3.0
	7.3
	N
	Wildwalks track notes and map

	16
	Great North Walk – Berowra Valley
Regional Park & Benowie Track
	2.0
	50.0
	Y
	Dept. Environment & Climate Change

	17
	Great North Walk – Lane Cove to Thornleigh
	4.0
	14.0
	N
	Dept. Lands

	18
	Blue Mountains NP – Red Hands Cave, Glenbrook
	6.0
	6.0
	Y
	NPWS
NPA Vol. 1

	19
	Ku-ring-gai Chase NP – tracks to Bobbin Head ~ Kalkari, Birrawana, Gibberagong & Sphinx
	5.0
	20.0
	Y
	Dept. Environment & Climate Change

	20
	Ku-ring-gai Chase NP – Lambert Penninsula (West Head) numerous tracks and trails to east and west
	4.0
	8.0
	Y
	Dept. Environment & Climate Change
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Wandarrah/Seeonee daywalk - Training
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